RACISM. No way!

Cartoons: Perspectives Worksheet

1.
Outline the issue presented in Peter Nicholson’s cartoon Aboriginal lifesaver students barred from Alice Hostel.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the context for this cartoon? Why do you think it was produced in March 2008?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How has the cartoonist communicated this issue to his audience? Consider the techniques used such as context, target, irony, dialogue.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the style Nicholson uses in his cartoon (his use of images, language and humour)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think the cartoon is effective? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think this cartoon is offensive? If so, who might it offend and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2.
Make a list of issues that have recently been in the media. These may include issues relating to sport, the environment, health, education, political struggles within parties, politicians individual challenges, overseas current events or any social issue.
Select an issue and write a brief outline of the subject matter. Try to be as specific as possible. Consider the following points for each one:

Who or what may be the participants in this issue or the target for a cartoon? 

What is the context for the political cartoon? Outline some of the previous debate or other points of views expressed.

Issue: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

People, ideas, bodies such as institutions or ideas who may be the target of the issue:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now select one of the above targets and consider the position taken by this target on the issue. How might you choose to construct an image of this target? Look at a range of cartoons to help with this if necessary. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What point would you like to highlight in your cartoon? Consider the symbols that you could use to communicate this point.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Attempt your own cartoon! You will probably need some time and lots of attempts at it before you are satisfied that your point is clear to others. Good luck!
