2. George Gregan, Captain of the Wallabies                         Monday 25 April 2005 excerpt from an interview on               Enough Rope with Andrew Denton © ABC TV                 
ANDREW DENTON: I want an honest response here. A few weeks ago when your Wallaby team mate Justin Harrison called a coloured player a stinking black beep in a game. What was your response? 

GEORGE GREGAN: I was in South Africa at the time so it was big news. I was really disappointed by those comments. Firstly, because it's a terrible thing to say to anyone. And, secondly, 'cause he's a good friend of mine, Justin, and it's so out of character. I was really shocked by what he said. We just had a discussion earlier about the verbal side of the game. He's always been part of it. He's never been at that level, or every time I've been on the field and been around him as a person, it's never been on that level. I was really surprised by it. 

ANDREW DENTON: What did you say to him? 

GEORGE GREGAN: I just said, "I know it's totally out of character for you, Justin. I know what's said, and you showed a lot of character for stepping up." I think a lot of stuff was going towards Nathan Grey and he said, "No, it was me." That shows you a fair bit about his character. 

ANDREW DENTON: But that took four days, didn't it, before he actually put his hand up? 

GEORGE GREGAN: I think it took four days publicly, but I think internally he put his hand up pretty early. I said, "You're just going to have to deal with it and live with it." Unfortunately, he'll be labelled as a racist for a long period of time, maybe for the rest of his life, but show that there there's more to him than that and it was just a one-off out of character sort of aberration. Everyone makes mistakes. That was just a massive mistake. 

ANDREW DENTON: You didn't say a lot publicly at the time, why was that? 

GEORGE GREGAN: Well, I wasn't asked to. I was asked about my reaction and I did say that. But in terms of what I've just told you, I didn't feel as though I needed to be saying all that publicly. 

ANDREW DENTON: In terms of the need to address the issue, though, we're talking about all the major football codes have taken very public steps to address racial sledging and racism within their sport and here you are not just the Captain of the Australian Wallabies but a man in a coloured skin in a position to actually say a lot. 

GEORGE GREGAN: I did say at the time that I was really shocked. There's no place for it in the game. But then again, the question was asked about his character, and is this a true representation of Justin Harrison and I said "no". 
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"Some people think sledging is acceptable in sport. I'm glad no one in my teams sledged. There's certainly no room for racism. I don't want to be the judge but it's one thing to say, 'I'm sorry, I feel remorseful, I'm not a racist by nature'. Well, my view is that what you say and do in the heat of the moment does reflect your character." 
