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How proud are you of the Australian Cricket Team? 

Paul McIntyre recently took to the streets of Hobart to find out whether or not the public approve of sledging, a tactic regularly used by the Aussies to gain an advantage over the opposition.

Some people were of the view that a sporting team should be allowed to use anything that gave them the upper hand, with others firmly believing that sledging was against the spirit of cricket.
"The game just isn't the same as it used to be," said Anne from West Moonah.
William from Mornington was of the opposite view, "It's all part of the modern game. If you can't take the heat, stay out of the kitchen," he told Paul.
Jeremy from the Eastern Shore said that while he would approve of penalties for sledging he does not think it would be possible to enforce any anti-sledging rules. "I'd rather see them win without sledging," Jeremy told Paul. "It's probably something we should do something about but the question of how you do that is a tricky one," Jeremy went on to say.

When it comes to the Australian Cricket Teams international reputation it was generally agreed that sledging did not do our overseas image much good.
Overall however, most people agreed that the team was doing a great job and that although sledging shouldn't be condoned, it didn't take away too much from the achievements made by Steve Waugh and the rest of the players. 
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Pakistan (cricket) captain Rashid Latif believes sledging by the Australian team is good for the game…
“Everybody's talking about sledging these days," wrote Latif for the CricInfo website. "Sledging has been happening in cricket for a long time. It has become a concern now because TV viewers and listeners can hear what players are saying via stump microphones” 
 Latif claimed it would be wrong for the International Cricket Council to attempt to rid the game of verbal banter, despite the wishes of those who believe it has started going too far. 
"There is, of course, a fine line between insult and humour, and it's often a matter of perception," he wrote. "Abuses and insults are against the spirit of the game. Challenges and humour, on the other hand, are an affable part of the game. Positive sledging increases the thrill of the game… As a player, one needs to be mentally tough and able to adapt to the prevailing sports environment . . . and the ultimate weapon to counter sledging is one's cricketing skill.” 
