Pairs work

With your partner read the following passage.

Discuss and list 

1 the actions required to kill the mosquitoes

2 the issues which have created the swamp

Do we kill the mosquitoes or try to drain the swamp?

Lots of people with dramatically different views on terrorism love this metaphor. Essentially the question it poses is whether it’s better to pursue terrorist networks like al Qaeda or whether we should attack the broader causes that allow terrorism to thrive.

The very way the metaphor is phrased implies that draining the swamp is the better solution; but as anyone who’s been attacked by a swarm of mosquitoes knows, sometimes it’s not the most pressing concern. Al Qaeda is a real threat that has to be countered by breaking up its cells and cutting off its money. That’s a difficult task in itself, especially since al Qaeda has become a more loosely organised group of militants, often operating independently.

Advocates of draining the swamp say the real problem is the growth of a violent form of Islamic extremism and a deep dissatisfaction with U.S. policy in the Arab world. If those problems are not addressed, more terrorists will replace those who have been caught or killed.

But what people actually mean by this varies widely. Some supporters of the war in Iraq consider it part of a long-term strategy. If the Iraqis are helped to build a stable democratic society, this argument goes, Arabs will be shown an alternative to the autocratic regimes that dominate the region. Critics of the Iraq war say it has made things worse by increasing anti-Americanism and providing a rallying point for militants. Others say the real need is to find a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Still others say the problem is the poverty, lack of education and repression of women in much of the region.

So swatting the mosquitoes is hard and draining the swamp even harder.
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