Teacher’s notes

Vocabulary gloss

should we ever fight


if we ever fought

alliance



an association, a formal grouping

ancestors



the people who lived before us

coffin(s)



a wooden box in which dead people are buried

globe




the Earth
I Essential ingredients

Allow enough time so that the students can move informally around the class finding out what other people think and then organise a class feedback.

Nominate one or two students to ask the class how many students ticked each reason and record the scores.

Allow time for a final class discussion on people’s feelings about where they belong.
II Dream and reality

The grid is a framework for discussion and there are no right or wrong answers. Students may come up with different answers. However, check that they are aware of the fact that should we ever signals a hypothesis. You and I signals that the speaker, though in exile, is not totally alone.

Rainbow may have different connotations in different cultures. In English, it usually evokes happiness or better times to come. At the end of the rainbow there is said to be a pot of gold that no one ever attains. Since it contains the whole spectrum of colours, a rainbow is also used to describe multi-faceted things.

ancestors coffins is written in the poem without an apostrophe. The metaphor is open to interpretation but obviously carries some connotation of inherited customs, etc. Check that the students understand how a metaphor works.

III Rainbow alliance

Students enjoy reading each other’s reports. If possible, pin them up on the classroom wall.
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