Teacher’s Notes 

Communicative Activities

Communicative activities provide students with the opportunity to hear and use language. They provide a situation where there is a need to use language in order to do the task. Communicative activities use pair and group organisation and newly arrived ESL students can be paired with a proficient language model. The language needed to participate in the task must be introduced to the student before the task begins. An example of a communicative activity is Go, Ask and Tell, a useful variation of a jigsaw activity which enables more complex texts to be accessed. 

Go, Ask and Tell

Preparation
Choose text of appropriate level.

Cut and paste original text into two complementary texts.

Label complementary texts ‘text A’ and ‘text B’.

Devise and label comprehension questions for text A and text B (maximum 10 questions each text).

The lesson
Divide the class into groups A and B.

Distribute text A to group A and text B to group B.

Ask students to read text.

Give one copy of ‘A’ questions to a reader in A group, and one copy of B questions to a reader in B group.

In each group student with questions reads each question to group and notes answer given by group on question paper; other members of group do not write at this stage.

Teacher collects all copies of text A and text B.

Teacher distributes copies of ‘A’ questions to all students in group A and ‘B’ questions to all students in group B.

In each group students read questions to the student who had noted down the answers  and note answers on question paper.

At this stage each ‘A’ group member should have all answers to ‘A’ questions and each ‘B’ group member should have all answers to ‘B’ questions.

Distribute copies of 'A' questions to 'B' group members and 'B' questions to 'A’ group members.

Now each ‘A’ group member will have answers to ‘A’ questions and a set of unanswered questions for the as yet unseen complementary ‘B’ text (and vice versa).

Form the class into pairs, each with an ‘A’ and ‘B’ group member in a ‘barrier game’ arrangement.

‘A’ and ‘B’ students ask each other questions alternately to complete unanswered questions.

Now ‘A’ and ‘B’ students will have answers to both sets of questions.

Distribute either original whole text OR both complementary texts to all students.
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 Comprehension Questions and Answers Complete Text
1
Are most people in favour of freedom of speech?
Yes, most people are in favour of freedom of speech. (para 1) Text A

2
What is meant by the term “political correctness”?
“Political correctness” means that sometimes people should refrain from saying things that might offend people from other groups of people. (para 1) Text B  

3
Why has historian, David Irving, repeatedly been refused permission to come to Australia and lecture on his beliefs about the holocaust?
David Irving has repeatedly been refused permission to come to Australia and lecture on his beliefs about the holocaust because he denies that it occurred. (para 2) Text A
4
 Give an example which shows we do not always allow freedom of speech?
The use of certain words is prohibited on radio and television in case they offend some listeners or viewers.  (para 3) Text A                                                                                           
5
Should individual freedom interfere with communal freedoms?
No. (para 4) Text B
6
What must we do when our desires for personal freedom conflict? 


          We compromise. (para 6) Text B
7
 Give an example of when we agree to give up a personal freedom for the good of the community.
On the roads we agree to keep to the left. At home we agree to keep off each other’s property. We restrict the kinds of firearms we own. (para 7) Text B

8
What is the essence of belonging to a community?
The essence of belonging to a community is that we respect each other’s right to freedom and place limits on our own freedoms when they threaten others. (para 8)  Text A

9
What is meant by the term “thought police”?

The expression “thought police” conveys a negative view of those who would restrict freedom of speech for any reason. (para 9) Text B
10
How does the author feel the change of government has affected what people think is acceptable to say to or about other groups of people?
He believes that people can now say things that were previously unacceptable. (para 10) Text A

11
What is the price for all freedoms?
The price for all freedoms is that we must face the consequences of our actions? (para 13) Text A 
12
What does the author think is the difference between an open society and a civilised society?
The difference is that in an open society people can say anything even if it hurts other people. In a civilised society people restrain themselves through respect for each other. (para 14) Text B
13
What do you think the author would say about Australia’s current policy toward the freedom of speech of asylum seekers in detention? (whole text) Text A

14
 How do you think people could be made more aware of the consequences of prejudiced, racist or bigoted comments on the whole of society? (whole text)Text B                                                                                                                                                             
