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Wallabies star Lote Tuqiri says that he has been the victim of racial abuse in both rugby league and union. The Fijian-born dual Australian international said that while sledging along racial lines wasn't common, it did occur.
"It's out there ... from time to time it has happened," Tuqiri told AAP."I don't think it's widespread, but sometimes frustrations come out."
Tuqiri provided a supportive character reference for NSW Waratahs team-mate Justin Harrison before the lock received a three game suspension for directing a racial slur at Cats winger Chumani Booi during a Super 12 game in Johannesburg 10 days ago.
Asked if he would report a racist slur against him to team management or the game's authorities, Tuqiri said he preferred to react by outplaying his opponents.
"I'm not that sort of bloke. I'd try to get them on the field and do something there than off the field. You just get on with playing the game and I just try to get one on them on the field and try to deal with it that way."
However, he well understood why Booi had laid a complaint.
"It's a totally different thing when it happens in South Africa, because it's a very delicate subject over there," said Tuqiri.
Tuqiri, who counts Harrison amongst one of his closest friends in the Waratahs squad, said that his team-mates were initially furious with Harrison over his outburst at Booi, but that he was forgiven after showing remorse.
"We put our views to him and told him it wasn't acceptable," Tuqiri said. "He copped it off us as well as a lot of other people. He'll have that with him for the rest of his life. No one thought it was a good thing to say. It's obvious there is no place for it in the game or in public."
Tuqiri said that the racial nature of the sledge was totally out of character for Harrison, who was given an Aboriginal name after growing up with the Walpiri people in the Northern Territory.
3. Nick Farr-Jones, Former Captain of the Wallabies 
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"Some people think sledging is acceptable in sport. I'm glad no one in my teams sledged. There's certainly no room for racism. I don't want to be the judge but it's one thing to say, 'I'm sorry, I feel remorseful, I'm not a racist by nature'. Well, my view is that what you say and do in the heat of the moment does reflect your character." 
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